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General Education Assessments 
 
The University administers three (3) primary instruments to assess its general education outcomes.  
Over time, the Student Assessment and Learning Committee developed a structure for the assessment 
that provides information about change or growth in individuals through a pretest-posttest design.  At 
NSI activities, the entering class of students (first-time freshmen and transfer students) are split 
randomly in
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prejudice against individuals with alternate ethnicity, orientation, or religiosity and portray some degree 
of favoritism for in-groups and stereotyping of out-groups, often negative. 
 
The Ethnocentrism Scale was administered to one cohort of freshmen during the NSI.  One hundred 
twenty three (123) participated in the assessment. The average score was 63.5, which was slightly 
higher than the fall 2013 cohort (60.0).  This indicates an overall elevated level of prejudice and 
tendency to think of others in one’s one ethnic perspective.   
 
ETS Proficiency Profile (Entering Students) 
 
One hundred twelve (112) entering students completed the ETS Proficiency Profile in fall 2014. The 
following table presents the national average scores, MVNU’s entering student averages, and the 
percentile equivalents based on the entering freshmen, no hours completed, baccalaureate college 
norms covering July 2008 through June 2013. 
 

  Skills Subscores
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Defining Issues Test (Juniors) 
 
During the spring 2015 testing period, 57 MVNU juniors completed the Defining Issues Test, of which 54 
had usable scores.  The average scores and the national average scores for juniors are presented below. 
 

 DIT-2 Scores 

Group Personal Interest Maintain Norms Post-conventional N2 

MVNU Junior Average 25.2 35.7 34.7 34.6 

National Junior 
Average 

27.4 32.9 34.5 32.7 
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 Skills Subscores Context-Based Subscores 

 Total 
Critical 

Thinking 
Reading Writing Mathematics Humanities 

Social 
Sciences 

Natural 
Sciences 

National 
Junior 

Average 
443.2 111.7 117.8 114.1 112.9 114.7 113.4 115.1 

MVNU 
Junior 

Average 
450.6 113.3 118.4 116.4 116.1 116.6 113.4 116.4 

National 
Junior 

Percentile 
Equivalent 

66th 58th 45th 63rd 69th 58th 46th 52nd 

 
ETS updates the norm tables as more students complete the specific edition of the Proficiency Profile.  
The norms referenced in the table above are based on students tested between July 2008 and June 
2013 and involves 47,860 juniors attending baccalaureate (liberal arts) colleges (I and II). 
 
The MVNU juniors performed at or above the national average on the total score and all subscores.  The 
2015 cohort did not perform as well as their 2014 MVNU peers on all scores (total and subscores). 
 
Test of Bible Knowledge (Juniors) 
 
In spring 2015, 76 juniors completed the Test of Bible Knowledge (posttest), 55 (72%) had completed the 
pretest upon entering in fall 2012.  The distribution of scores and the average subscores and total scores 
are provided in the table below.  Of those completing both the pretest and posttest, 49 (89%) improved 
on the total score, 1 (1%) remained at the same level, and 5 (9%) declined in performance.  The 2015 
cohort scored slightly below the 2014 cohort on each score. 
 

 Average Score Highest Score Lowest Score Total Possible 

Old Testament 28.4 32.2 13 53 

New Testament 28.0 47 44 47 

Total 60.6 98 57 100 

 
The testing protocol provides for pretest-posttest comparisons.  For those students who completed both 
the pretest and posttest, the following table summarizes the average subscores, total scores, and 
change from the freshman to the junior year. 
 

 Pretest Average Posttest Average Average Change 

Old Testament 28.4 32.2 +3.8 

New Testament 24.1 28.4 +4.3 

Total 52.5 60.6 +8.1 

 
The totality of the MVNU experience (e.g., academic, campus ministries, etc.) provides for some growth 
in Bible knowledge, especially considering that a significant portion of freshmen complete the Bible 
course during the freshman year, with as much as two years between the Bible course and the posttest 
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Departm
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U. S. 
1820 to 

1890 

U. S. 
Colonial 
to 1763 

U. S. 
1890 to 

1940 

U. S. 
1763 to 

1820 

U. S. 
1940 to 
present 

European 
Ancient 

European 
Early 

Modern 

French 
Revolution 

and 
Napoleon 

European 
Medieval 

European 
Modern 

to 
Present 

Overall 

Cohort 
Average 

460 431 413 472 488 468 547 472 480 580 477 

National 
Percentile 

34th 25th 19th 39th 45th 37th 68th 39th 42nd 79th 41st 
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Assessment Indicator Average Percent of Correct Items Percentile Equivalent 

British Literature Pre-1660 60 82
nd

 

British Literature 1660-1900 45 61
st

 

American Literature to 1900 53 50
th

 

British and American Literature 
1901-1945 

54 73
rd

 

Literature in English since 1945 59 81
st

 

Literary History 46 38
th

 

Identification 47 75
th
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The current version of the examination has nine (9) assessment indicators.  The following table 
summarizes the assessment indicators and provides a reference to national percentile equivalents. 
 

Assessment Indicator Mean Percent Correct Percentile Equivalent 

General Theory 40 15
th

 

Methodology and Statistics 43 40
th

 

Criminology and Deviance 36 20
th

 

Social Stratification 44 19
th

 

Race, Ethnicity, Gender 56 47
th

 

Social Institutions 40 34
th

 

Social Psychology 59 38
th

 

Gender 45 17
th

 

Global 39 19
th

 

 
Ivy Software MBA Test 
 
After pilot testing the 



2014-15 Annual Assessment Summary Report 
Page 14 

 

 
 



2014-15 Annual Assessment Summary Report 
Page 15 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 
 

Longitudinal Data Available by Test 
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General Education Assessments 

 

Defining Issues Test 

  DIT-2 Scores 

Cohort 
Personal 
Interest 

Maintain 
Norms 

Post-
conventional 

N2 

2014 22.8 36.1 35.1 36.1 

2015 25.2 35.7 34.7 34.6 

Overall Average 24.0 35.9 34.9 35.35 
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Departmental Assessments using Nationally Developed Instruments 
 
 

ACAT Art Average 

      
 

Subscores 
  

Cohort 
History of Art 

Design: 
General 

Studio Art Overall Score Percentile 

2011 457.0 548.3 481.0 503.0 51.0 

2012 569.7 553.3 593.3 585.7 77.3 

2013 483.4 558.9 526.9 533.1 60.8 

2014 528.2 564.3 522.4 550.3 66.4 

2015 496.1 504.6 534.4 513.0 54.6 
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MFT Psychology  

       
 

Subscores 


